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civilisation, and we must accept it just as we accept
any other fundamental instinct.

The question of justice, however, is not a whit the
less essential because it presupposes this social
characteristic instead of supplying the primary
axioms from which it is to be deduced. It is un-
doubtedly of the highest importance that every
difference in our method of treating different classes
should have its sufficient reason, to be assigned as
clearly as possible. The preservation of the peace is
essential; but that does not settle the methods by
which it is to be preserved.

On what ground, then, are we to deal with the
problem   of justice  as   regards  different classes  of
crime ?    If the calculation of pain and pleasure, as
already stated, seems to be unsatisfactory, what is
the  right. principle of proportioning punishment to
offence?    I have noticed one argument which Ben-
tham applied, and, as I think, with very good reason.
To punish crimes equally, he said, is virtually to put
a premium upon the worst.    The "in for a penny in
for a pound" maxim  becomes at once applicable.
Moreover, as every one now admits, the old brutal
system is condemned by experience-    To punish a
great number of offences with death led to a mixture
of excessive  brutality  with   excessive   uncertainty.
The cruel punishment of some criminals was balanced